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FOUNDER MESSAGE

With every passing year, I am more convinced that we
cannot simply analyze our way out of problems like
injustice, poverty, prejudice, climate change. We need
to also feel our way towards a different way of living in
harmony with all of creation. There needs to be visions
of oneness that counter catastrophe thinking,
Doomsday scrolling, and narratives of scarcity and
rampant violent individualism.
SSN is a hopeful vision among many that focuses on a
just, equitable, sustainable future as we provide local
communities with opportunities to stretch their
generosity muscles and find that hope for the world
grows stronger when they do.
The pages that follow tell a story of the impact that
this kind of philosophy and practice can have on a
community. It’s exciting to think about the ways this
impact will be felt by the new Stone Soup programs in
communities across the country as we grow over the
next few years.
Alexa Gilmour
Founder & National Director

We help build
just, equitable, sustainable communities
one connection at a time
MISSION
OUR VISION IS TO CREATE
COMMUNAL TABLES WHERE GIFTS
ARE SHARED, AND LIVES ARE
VALUED WITHIN JUST, EQUITABLE
AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES.

VISION
TO GENERATE GRASSROOTS
SOLUTIONS TO LOCAL CHALLENGES
THROUGH THE BUILDING OF
RELATIONSHIPS OF TRUST AND
PURPOSE.

Every individual is of value

Our networks match available
donations, volunteers and
resources to under-served
groups.
Our strategic partnerships allow
us to proactively foster the
health and well-being of
neighbours in need through
campaigns and advocacy.

2021 IMPACT

IT TAKES MORE
THAN GROCERY
GIFT CARDS TO
FEED THE SOUL

2021 IN NUMBERS:
$84,118 AVAILALBE
CONTRIBUTIONS
324 MATCHES MADE

We partner with local
businesses and
community organizations
to make sure everyone
can partake of the
abundance.

1 NEW NEIGBHOURHOOD
STARTED IN OTTAWA
2017-2021 AVAILABLE
CONTRIBUTIONS VALUED AT
OVER $250K

2021 Initiatives
Supporting the work of Windermere
United's Food Pantry
Supporting local leaders like Ubuntu
Strand in Anti-racism initiatives.
Rallying neighbours to
support our shelter residents with
gift cards.

PROVIDING SAFE
SPACE FOR
ORGANIZING AND
ADVOCACY
SSN provides spaces for
conversations, where
interested partners (BIAs,
agencies, businesses, faith
groups, residents' groups, and
neighbhours) listen and learn
from one another. As trust is
built, we mobilize our
network and resources to
facilitate meaningful change.

WELCOME

PS OTTAWA

In 2021, Kitchissippi United Church and the Carlington chaplaincy
partnered to bring some Stone Soup to the Carlington area, an
A NEW HOME
under-served priority area in Ottawa. The Carlington Chaplaincy
already provides a drop in centre with arts programs, food
security program, and companionship to local residents. Stone
Soup Network was a natural fit for their work. With support from
a grant from the Ottawa Foundation and volunteers from
Kichissippi and Glebe St James United churches, the Chaplaincy
signed a licensing and service agreement with SSN in the fall of
2021.
We look forward to supporting the work at Kitchissippi and
Carlington as they launch their SSN program in 2022.

If you are interested in starting a SSN program in your
neighbourhood, we'd love to hear from you.
info@stonesoupnetwork.ca

STONESOUPNETWORK.CA

2021 FINANCIALS

2022 GOALS

We have exciting plans for 2022

A NEW HOME
Windermere United Church initiated Stone Soup Network (SSN) in 2016 as an innovative
neighbourhood ministry supported by the EDGE network of the United Church of Canada. In
2018, Stone Soup launched a more robust online platform for to link contributors of goods
and services via social connectors to meet the needs of marginalized, racialized or
oppressed recipients in the community served by Windermere. In 2021, Windermere and
SSN agreed to support a second SSN neighbourhood sponsored by Kitchissippi United
Church in Ottawa. At that time, Windermere Council and the SSN Advisory Board agreed that
the national and local operations of SSN as a program of Windermere United Church
needed to be disentangled. Disentanglement requires the transformation of Stone Soup
Network from a neighbourhood program of Windermere to become a network of
neighbourhood programs across Canada supported by a national charitable Non-Profit that
provides start up and support services to Stone Soup Neighbourhood entities like
Windermere. This transformation includes a redesign in 2022 of Stone Soup Network’s
business model, organization model, operating model and staffing model. It will also include
much more extensive digital support for both national and neighbourhood operations.

NEW NEIGHBOURHOODS
At the start of 2020, SSN released an ambitious Strategic Plan that included the creation of
25 new SSN programs by the end of 2025. With the arrival of COVID-19 our efforts were
redirected to supporting the needs of people in our Junction High Park neighbourhood. With
the pandemic challenges wanning, we were able to sign on our second SSN program
(Partage Share Ottawa) in the fall of 2021. We will support Partage Share Ottawa as they
launch in 2022 and are poised to support three additional neighbourhoods through our
program's license and service agreement by the winter of 2023.

THANK YOU, AND WE LOOK
FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU
info@stonesoupnetwork.ca
STONESOUPNETWORK.CA

